
 
Inte

 

Int
ISS
ww
Vo

 

Ab
Ren
wit
gra
som
the
 
Ke
 

Int
Ren
resi
add
to l
cre
wh

S

A t
of 
roa
(art
New

ernational Journal

ternational Jo
SN: 2455-4227
ww.allsciencejo

lume 2; Issue 

bstract 
naming of stre
th old names. A
adation of sign
me interesting 
emes etc. 

eywords: nosta

troduction 
naming of str
idents and out
ditional cost bo
loss of sense o

eates confusion
hich existed wi

Source: Census o

total of thirty s
streets was ba

ad system hie
terial, sub arte
w Delhi were s

 of Advanced Scie

urnal of Adva
7, Impact Fact
ournal.com 
4; July 2017; 

eets creates a p
A change in st

n boards to avo
or unique stree

algia, sense of b

reets creates l
tsiders of the c
orne by govern
of belongingne
n for the people
ith same name

of India, 2011. 

streets were se
sed on importa
erarchy. There
erial and local
selected.  

ence and Research

anced Science 
tor: RJIF 5.12 

Page No. 135

Malfunc

M.A, D

plethora of pro
treet names de
oid confusion. 
et naming them

belongingness,

lot of problem
city. The probl
nment to chan
ess to the stree
e and controver
 for 30-50 yea

Fig

elected for the 
ance in terms 
efore, streets 
) covering all 

h 

and Research

-140 

ctions and F

Delhi School of

oblems. Nostal
eprives people 
To make the p

mes- branding 

, homonyms, ri

ms for both th
lems range fro

nge road signag
et. In addition, 
rsies. The stree
ars and rename

g 1: Map 1.1 Teh

study. Selectio
of coverage an
of every typ
three tehsils 

h 

 

Future of Re

Nidhi 

f Economics, N
 

lgia and memo
of the “sense 
process of rena
of streets, nam

ight to particip

he 
om 
ge 
it 

ets 
ed 

sudden
with th
 
Metho
New D
New D
Chanak

 

 

hsil Map of New
 

on 
nd 
pe 
of 

Some 
colonia
Theref
examin

enaming Str

New Delhi, Ind

ory has a role 
of belongingne
aming streets m
mes after flowe

pate, distributiv

nly which depr
he streets. 

odology 
Delhi district is
Delhi, capital 

akyapuri, Conn

w Delhi District 

of the select
al time and
fore, the Stree
ning implicatio

reets 

dia 

to play in und
ess”. Once ren
more efficient 
ers or animals,

ve injustices 

rives people of

s a part of one
of India. It 

naught Place an

ted Streets w
d were renam
et names can 
ons or renamin

derstanding the
named it requir

it is importan
, climate chang

f their memori

e of the eleven
consists of th

nd Parliament S

were planned 
med after in

be compared
ng. 

135

e connections 
res timely up 

nt to focus on 
ge awareness 

es associated 

n districts’ of 
hree Tehsils- 
Street Tehsil. 

 

and built in 
ndependence. 
d along with 



 
Inte

 

Sou

The
wa
hol
nee
ana
col
nam
 
 
Pol
Ren
pra
ren
com
link
rem
In 
and
ren
stre
leg
pre
Pol
pro
soc
 

ernational Journal

urce: Prepared b

e New Delhi d
s the site of L
lds a special st
eds to be main
alysis of Stree
lonial times ca
mes in this area

litical Pressur
naming street

actical and sym
naming are esp
mmemoration, 
ked to decidin

membered (and
modern societ

d modifying st
naming is an e
eet names h

gitimating the s
esent administr
litical powers 
omote and bro
cial reality of e

 of Advanced Scie

y researcher 

district was sel
Lutyens Delhi i
tatus in terms 
ntained and pr

et names in pr
an be undertak
a has wider imp

re to rename s
ts accomplish

mbolical. The a
pecially eviden

that is when t
ng who has th
d forgotten) pub
ties, authorities
treet names. Th
expression of 
ave the func
socio-political 
ation of the sta
make use of 
adcast their id
veryday life. In

ence and Research

Fig 2: M

lected for the 
in colonial tim
of serving as a
reserved. Ther
re-colonial, co
ken. Also the c
plications. 

treets 
hes two types
arguments that

nt when they in
the struggle to 
he right to det
blicly and offic
s are in charge
herefore, the a
state power. C
ction of imp
order as it is p

ate (Azaryahu 
the urban sett

deological pers
n some cases, t

h 

Map 1.2 Locatio

study because 
me and at prese

a memoir whic
refore, historic
lonial and pos
change of Stre

s of function
t surround stre
nvolve historic
name a street 
termine what 
cially.  
e of establishin
act of naming 
Commemorativ
plementing an
perceived by th
1996).  
ting in order 
spective into th
the internal  

 

on of Streets sele
 

it 
ent 
ch 
cal 
st-
eet 

ns, 
eet 
cal 
is 
is 

ng 
or 
ve 
nd 
he 

to 
he 

organiz
interna
Even a
that st
directe
renami
examp
Kalam
There 
renami
person
the str
politici
 
Homo
A hom
pronun
the sam
as wo
share t
and ho
irrespe
pronun
relation
 

ected for the stud

zation may b
ational organiz
after the guide
treets rename 
ed by Governm
ing streets wh

ple is the rena
m road.  

are raised con
ing of streets. 

nalities idolised
reets are name
ians, and found

onyms in Stree
monym is a 
nciation but ha
me or not. A m
rds that are s
the same spel
omophones (w
ective of their 
nciation and 
nship between

dy 

be dictated e
zations.  
elines issued by
can only be a

ment of India, t
hich were par
aming of Aura

ncerns about t
Several streets
d by the rulin
ed after senior
ders of the pol

et names 
group of wo

ave different m
more restrictive
simultaneously
ling, irrespecti

words that shar
spelling) – th
spelling, but 

n a set of homo

 
 

even by the 

y Ministry of H
an exception o
there are still f
rt of the histo
angzeb road to

the influence o
s in Delhi are r
ng government
r Party leader
itical party and

ords that shar
meanings, wh

e definition see
y homographs
ive of their pr
re the same pr
hat means they

different me
nyms is called

136

influence of 

Home affairs 
only in cases 
fresh cases of 
ory. A recent 
o APJ Abdul 

of politics in 
renamed after 
t. Sometimes 
rs, celebrated 
d so on.  

re the same 
ether spelled 

es homonyms 
(words that 

ronunciation) 
ronunciation, 
y have same 
eanings. The 
d homonymy. 



 
Inte

 

 

 
A t
fou
hom
The
mis
to c
the
 
Co
The
the
ord
and
me
and
app
unc
 
Co
 

 

 

 

 
Co
Res
of 
stop
sim
an 
nam
The
tha
sim
fam
the
this

ernational Journal

Table 1

Common Stre
Janpath
Rajpath

Tilak Ma
Zakhir Hussei

Sardar Patel 
Kasturba Gand
APJ Abdul Kal

Akbar Ro
Prithviraj R

total of ten str
und to have s
monyms in str
e foreign touri
sperceptions a
common name

e naming of stre

st of Renamin
e cost of renam

e cost of mone
der to commun
d both private 
mory as the st

d they had a sen
proximated to
countable. 

st of Money 
A notification
Hindi, English
approximately
New road sig
fixed on eithe
signage is app
New Delhi M
labour to fix
permanent lab
temporary lab
labour is use
changing of r
in terms of la
labour is not e
A notification
all public/pri
street regardin

st to Memory
spondents asse
rubbing out h
pped. This su

mply about the 
entire historic

mes must be m
e most immed

at were officia
mple “We’re us
miliarity with o
e names they d
s reason as bei

 of Advanced Scie

1: Homonyms in

eet name 
h 
h 
arg 
in Marg 
Marg 

dhi Marg 
am Road 

oad 
Road 

reets out of th
same names i
reet names cre
ists who come
nd misunderst
es. The guideli
eets by same n

ng streets 
ming a street ca
ey required to 
nicate the chang
and public inst
treet name was
nse of history w
 a certain ex

n regarding ren
h, Urdu and P
y, 3 lakhs rupee
gnages are req
er side of the 

proximately 30
Municipal Corpo

x the new ro
bourer is 35,0
bourer is aroun
ed for other 
road signages. 
abour salaries c
entirely used fo
n is sent to Sur
ivate buildings
ng change in st

y  
ert that changi
history, and f
uggests that th
people the stre
al period –the 

maintained out o
diate justificatio
ally changed th
sed to it”. Resp
old names as b
do. While on o
ing too simplis

ence and Research

n Street Names in

Citi
Bhuban
Bhuban

Pune, Mumbai a
Darjee

Chennai, Jaipur
Banga
Banga
Hyder

Jaip

he selected thi
in other cities
eate confusion
e to visit India 
tandings about
ines of naming

name to avoid c

an be seen in tw
take appropri

ge in street nam
titutions. Seco
s the part of p
with it. The for
xtent, but the

naming of stre
Punjabi newspa
es. 

quired. Two ro
Street. The c

,000 thousand 
oration uses its
oad signages. 
000-30,000 rup
nd 15000-160
purposes as w
Therefore, the

cannot be appr
or changing roa
rvey of India, 
s situated on 
treet name. 

ing street nam
for that reason
he old street 
eets were name

British period
of respect for h
on for the use 
hirty years ag
pondents often 
being a basic r
one hand it is 
stic or lame, it

h 

n India 

ies 
neswar 
neswar 
and Dehradun 
eling 
r and Mysore 
alore 
alore 
abad 

pur 

irty streets we
s of India. Th
n for the publi

may also mak
t the streets du
g streets preve
confusion. 

wo ways. One, 
iate measures 
me to the publ
nd is the cost 
eoples’ memo
rmer cost can b
e latter cost 

eet is released 
aper which cos

oad signages a
cost of one roa

rupees. 
s own permane

The salary 
pees and that 
00 rupees. Th
well other tha
e cost of mone
roximated as th
ad signages. 
Post Office an
the concerne

es is an attem
n, it should b
names are n

ed after, but al
d. The old stre
history.  

of street nam
o tends to be 
reveal habit an
reason for usin
easy to dismi

t is equally ea

ere 
he 
ic. 
ke 
ue 

ent 

is 
in 
lic 
of 
ry 
be 
is 

in 
sts 

are 
ad 

ent 
of 
of 

his 
an 
ey 
he 

nd 
ed 

mpt 
be 

not 
so 

eet 

es 
a 

nd 
ng 
iss 
sy 

to take
problem
They s
names 
not sim
use old
 
Names
Many 
names 
physic
also co
respon
of uni
Respon
the old
new na
 
Distrib
In view
memor
a cultu
certain
simply
signals
citizen
matter
The th
many m
after p
the res
eastern
from th
streets 
gap an
belong
 

Source

 
Proced
The po
‘right t
a centr
of urba
Exerci
rights 
mostly

e this to be t
m altogether. 
seem to consi
because this 

mply habit; it is
d names and an

s as Memory-
respondents, 
are more than

cal environmen
onnected with 
ndent’s percept
ique relations
ndents, while 
d names, are un
ames. 

butive injustic
wing Street n
ry, and justice
ural right. The
n meanings an
y raise the v
s an importa
nship’ (Dunn 2
rs and belongs.
heme of distrib
minority comm
personalities be
spondents state
n personalities
he mainland, b
 after north-ea

nd also the peo
gingness in the 

e: Prepared by Re

Fig 3: Distr

dural injustice
olitics of belon
to participate,’
ral role in dec
an space’ (Purc
ising the right
and directly c

y after person

the only reaso

der it natural 
is the name th
s also the willf
ntipathy for the

-Holders 
when enquir

n just names. 
nt –the building

memories of 
tion of the stre
ship between 
associating the

unable to transf

ces of street na
naming as a f
, it is importan

e ability of str
nd identities 

visibility of m
ant widening 
2003) and bro
 
butive justice 

munities who w
elonging to th
ed “streets sho
s”. North-east 
both physically
astern personal
ple from seven
distant city”. 

esearcher 
 

ributive injustice

es of street na
nging also stre
 which gives ‘
ision-making s
cell).  
t of participat

challenge the h
nalities belong

on and stop e

for them to u
hey have alway
ful continuance
e new ones.  

red, admit tha
The city is bo
gs, the streets. 
the people tha

eet. Therefore, 
a name and

eir precious m
fer this attachm

aming 
field for debat
nt to think abo
reet names to 
across the ci

minority comm
of the ‘dis

oader message

appears in the
wish the streets
heir cultural gr
ould be named
has always be

y and culturally
ities will help 
n sisters will fe

es in Street Nam

aming 
esses the impo
inhabitants the
surrounding th

tion citizens c
hegemony of s
ging to majo

137

exploring the 

use old street 
ys used. It is 
e of a habit to 

at the street 
oth the actual 

The street is 
at explain the 
this is a kind 

d the street. 
emories with 

ment onto the 

ting identity, 
out naming as 
(re)distribute 
ity does not 
munities, but 
stribution of 
es about who 

e remarks of 
s to be named 
roup. One of 

d after North-
een detached 
y. Naming of 
to bridge the 

eel a sense of 

ming 

ortance of the 
e right to take 
he production 

can use their 
street naming 
ority groups. 

 



 
International Journal of Advanced Science and Research 

138 
 

Naming and renaming streets involve decision-making 
procedures and policies in addition to general ideological 
perspectives of ruling government.  
A participatory justice for citizens would address the problem 
of limited participation of people in local government 
decisions about whether to name a street for dignitaries and 
which specific street to rename. In many street name debates 
it has been observed that those who own property along 
potentially renamed streets often play a major role in name 
changes, even though the street is a public space rather than a 
private property. 
 
Street Names with no (Female) names 
While looking at distribution in terms of street naming the 
most profound difference has been found in case of gender. 
Only 6% of the number of streets bearing names of persons 
refers to a feminine personality. It could be argued that 
present reality is the result of Patriarchal mind set. Feminine 
roles have been long recognized to be limited to the private 
sphere of life. At the same time, men have always been 
associated with roles associated to the external domain of 
household, which allowed access to social positions and roles 
with influence and prestige.  
Within about 10 Km from each other in New Delhi district lie 
two streets named after women. After making way past 
Kasturba Gandhi Marg and stopping at Mother Teresa Cres, it 
becomes hard to find a street named after a Woman. The 
streets named after Mahatma Gandhi’s wife Kasturba and the 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate used to be called Curzon road and 
Willing don Crescent respectively. Surrounding these two 
streets is APJ Abdul Kalam road, Akbar road, Dr Zakir 
Hussain Marg and Sri Aurobindo Marg. 
 

Table 2: Gender disparity in Street Names 
 

Street name categories 
Share in Street 

names (%) 
Share in Street 

names (in numbers)
Street names after women 6% 2 

Street names after Men 94% 28 
Total 100% 30 

Source: Prepared by Researcher, 2017 
 

New Delhi’s streets are full of Men’s names- mostly men of 
power. For women, with a few exceptions, the names are of 
those who have had some relationship with a man in position 
of power. Names of streets not only mark out city with 
prominent people associated with it, they also introduce a city 
to visitors. They are significant markers of how the society 
looks at itself, a reflection of city’s history and what it values. 
The non-consideration of the contribution of 50% of city’s 
population is unimaginably patriarchal. 
 
Updating Changes in Street names  
Changes in street names need to be updated timely to avoid 
confusion. It requires to be updated in Global Positioning 
system maps, Road signage and others digital maps provided 
by private marketing firms such as Google. New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation plays no role in sending out 
notifications about street name change to the private mapping 
companies. New Delhi Municipal Corporation just makes a 
press release regarding the change in name. 
 
Updating Changes in Road signage  
Before Common Wealth Games (2010), the road signage was 

drawn on stones with black and red font colour. After 2010, a 
Road Signage Code was adopted by both Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi and New Delhi Municipal Corporation 
using green radiant hoardings to make road signage. New 
Delhi Municipal Corporation approximates a budget which 
would be required for updating signage, which is added in the 
overall budget.  
This is sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs and Prime 
Minister Office which in turn releases the money for the 
budget. Since the area of jurisdiction under New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation is small of about 33 km2 as compared 
to the area of jurisdiction under Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi, the budget allocated to it is also less. New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation has its own workers to install road 
signage. 
 
Updating Changes in Global Positioning System 
The Global Positioning System is a network of Satellites that 
orbit the Earth and send a signal to receivers and navigation 
devices. Every year, some 5% of streets are changed in some 
way. The navigation system needs mapping software which is 
regularly updated. Global Positioning System is updated 
every three months or four times in a year. 
Digital Mapping companies work constantly to update the 
mapping software and make it available to the navigation 
device users. The digital maps come with street level detail to 
help in finding way conveniently. Global Positioning System 
receivers come with latest preloaded maps but with time they 
need to be updated using mapping software. 
 Map updates can be availed in two forms: either purchase or 
expansion card from the retailer and downloading updates 
online on computer. 
 
Updating Changes in Google Earth Maps 
There is no set schedule for updating maps, at least not the 
one that Google make publically available. Google policy is 
to update the maps once in every five years, but it is often not 
updated. 
When it comes to regional scale maps, Google sources it from 
its partners. When it comes to detail information like changes 
in street names, Google would use information available in 
public domain by government agency to update the street 
names. 
In places where there are no government maps, it depends on 
volunteers who contribute to these maps. Users can report 
changes in street names by using the report a problem link 
found at the bottom right corner of the map. Users can also 
edit changes in street names if they wish by using Google 
Map Makers to edit changes in street names. Google Map 
Makers is the site where these information including changes 
in street names are updated, which then goes through a 
moderation process before it is finally published. 
Google has also started a new service called “Local Guides 
where one can add or update feature information including 
changes in street names. 
Local Guides is a global community of explorers who write 
reviews, share photos, answer questions, add or edit places 
and check facts on Google maps. To become a local guide 
one needs to sign up with their Google account and select 
their current location. 
One can edit changes in street names by following process- 
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